340             Letters of the great Montrose.         [Oct. 8.
The family of Col was very loyal in the time of the great Montrose1, from whom I found two letters in his own handwriting. The first is as follows:—
FOR  MY  VERY  LOVING  FRIEND  THE  LAIRD  OF   CoALL. 'SIR,
' I must heartily thank you for all your willingness and good affection to his Majesty's service, and particularly the sending alongs of your son, to who I will heave ane particular respect, hopeing also that you will still continue ane goode instrument for the advanceing ther of the King's service, for which, and all your former loyal carriages, be confident you shall find the effects of his Ma's favour, as they can be witnessed you by
' Your very faithful friende,
' Strethearne,                                                        ' MONTR.OSE.'
20 Jan°. 1646.'
The other is :—
' FOR THE LAIRD OF COL. 'SiR,
' Having occasion to write to your fields, I cannot be forgetful of your willingness and good affection to his Majesty's service. I acknowledge to you, and thank you heartily for it, assuring, that in what lies in my power, you shall find the good. Meanwhile, I shall expect that you will continue your loyal endeavours, in wishing those slack people that arc about you, to appear more obedient than they do, and loyal in their prince's service ; whereby f assure you, you shall find me ever
' Your faithful friend,
1 Petty,                                                       ' MONTROSE".'
17 April, 1646.'
I found some uncouth lines on the death of the present laird's father, intituled ' Nature's Elegy upon the .death of Donald Maclean of Col.' They arc not worth insertion. I
1 ' Mr. Croker tells us that the great Marquis of Montrose was beheaded at Edinburgh in 1650. There is not a forward boy at any school in England who does not know that the Marquis was hanged.' Macaulay's Essays, ed. 1843, i. 357.
5 It is observable that men of the first rank spelt very ill in the last century. In the first of these letters I have preserved the original spelling. BOSWELL.
shall girl, to spare her. Maclonich's wife, who was with child likewise, had a girl about the same time at which Lady Maclean brought a boy; and Maclonich, with more generosity to his captive than fidelity to his trust, contrived that the children should be changed. Maclean, being thus preserved from death, in time recovered his original patrimony; and, in gratitude to his friend, made his castle a place of refuge to any of the clan that should think himself in danger; and, as a proof of reciprocal confidence, Maclean took upon himself and his posterity the care of educating the heir of Maclonich.' Johnson's Works, ix. 130.
